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Jeſus ſaith to blown peter Simon don of 0 
Loveſt thou Me mort than theſe ? He ſaith unto bim. 
yea, LORD, thou kncweſt that ] Love thee. He 2 
_ bim, . * 17 557 — "Feed * * 


8 3 


ing put upon this Iſſue, That Irs vs Cunter, 
the glorious Author of it, ſhould riſe from 
E, the dead, according to the Scriptures, ” 
Special Care is taken by the Hor Gnosr, to 
record ſuch inconteſtible Evidences of That Imper- 
tant Fal, as might forever put the Matter out of 
Doubt, with all impartial and unprejudicd En- 
quire | 

Accordin; oly the leveral. Evangeliſts 0 and -parti- 
cularly St. Fele, in this Chap.) take notice of his 
Appearing ſundry times to his Diſciples, after his 
Reſurreflion, freely converſing with them, and work- 
ing Miracles before their Eyes, to Convince them, 
that He, who died for their, Sins, was indeed, 
riſen” again for their Juſtification. wy " 4nd theſe things 
Lites £0 2 (ſays 


T HE Truth of the Chriſtian Mien 65. 


— 
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ys Chriſt, Ichn 20. 31 ) are written that ye 
825 believe that Fejus is the Obris, the Son of 
D, and - that” believing-- yt might” baue Life thro* 

bis Name. 

Hereby our Lex» provides his ſucceeding Miniſ- 
try with a more powerful Argument to convince 
Mankind of the Truth and Reality of revealed Re- 
Iigion, than any ever had that went before him. 
Far,” now they can preach”. Chriſt | ' Riſen from the 
Dead, as well as Chriſt and him Crucified, —— Now, 
they can boldly declare the Accompliſhment of 
thoſe wonderful things that were foreſeen in the 
Promiſe, and ſpoken of by Prophecy.—— Now, they 
can run with that joyful Meſſage, ©* He is Riſen, 


He is Riſen, as he laid me ſee the Place 


where the Lord lay—He is not here—The Grave 
could hold him no longer. —— Having paid the 
Debt, this mighty Priſoner is ſet at LE — 
Look up and view him triumphing over Death and 


the Grave, even Him, whom you. beheld expiring. 


on the Croſs, _— a Victim to the Wrath and 
Juſtice - of God! 

1515 Sul a Dodrine conſtantly preached by the 
Apoſtles (as appears 1 Cor. 15. 3 4.) And ſo 
powerful was it, that thro? divine Toffvence, it prov'd 
effectual to raiſe, the dead in Sin," Theuſgnds were 


converted -at On. Sermon, in "Which . the Preacher 
declar'd of Cukisr, ſaying, '& This Jesvs hath. 
GOD. raiſed up, ( having loofed the ' Pains of 


Death) whereof we all are Witneſſes.” , 2. 
32. 41. So mightily grew. the Word of. G OD ( un- 
der this Doctrine ) avid preuailed. 

Our Savioux having thus provided an Argument 
of irreſiſtible Force, for the advancement of his 
Kingdom in the World, does in the next place, 


take effectual care for ſuitable Perſons to uſe, and 


ove 11. For 'tis not fitting that ſuch à rich 


improve 
and ſacred Treaſure, ſhould be wag d in . 


Hs Ordinatim Saxon. 7 


Veſſels.—Stewards muſt, ſurely, he appointed, in 
the Loxd's Houſe, to take care of, and deal out 
jüch Myſteries of GOD. n 
But who ſhall come unto us in the Name of the 
LORD, preaching IEsus and the Reſurrection? 
Who ſhall miniſter unto us in holy things, feed- 
ing the Flock of GOD with heavenly Food? 

[ anſwer, our Saviour plainly declares his Will 
and Pleaſure” concerning this Matter, in ſome of 
the laſt Morde which he ſpake upon Earth: Which 
do therefore demand our higheſt Attention and 
Notice. By his declaring openly (in the laſt of 
Mat. ) that All Power was given to, bim in Hea- 
ven and Earth. And thereupon ſeparating, a num- 
ber of Diſciples'to his ſpecial 'Service, ſaying unto 
them, Go ye therefore (i. e. ſince all Power is given 
to me, whereby I have Authority to ſend you, 
Therefore go ye, ) and Teach all Nations ——Go and 
preach the Goſpel to every Craaturt, — (by this, I 
fay, ) "He lets us know, that all thoſe who go 
forth to Teach in his Name and to feed his peo- 
ple, ſhall be cloathed with vifible Authority therefor, 
and have an open Introduction thereto ; that the 
may be Known and acknewledged by the People of 
GOD, as Perſons conſtituted by the Loxp Jesvs 
CarsT; and conſequently, as having, viſible Right 
to come unto them with a ' Meflige in his Name. 

Bur ſince Per without Goodneſs | terminates in 
Oppreſſion, and Carrsr will by no means ' ſuffer 
his Miniſters to he Lords over GODs Heritage, 
there fore ſpecial Care is taken about the inward 
Temper and Qualification of the Mind. There 
muſt be @ gracious Heart, as well as an authorized: 

Hand, to compleat the Character of a good Sbepberd 
over the Flock of GO D. If the Love F CHRIST 
be not the governing Principle, and the Honour 
of Carr the grand prevailing Motive, this fg 
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the reſt of my Diſciples.— 


— AN E26 A EN I EINPTING — 0 4 =_ 
—— — —— = _— 


— CD ——_——— — 


9 2s a: Sx IMeu. 


Flock will be ſhamefully neglected, and lie expoſd 


to numberleſs Injuries. 
Hence it is that we hear our bleſſed Lons ex- 


preſſing the moſt ardent Affection and deep Con- 


cern for his Sheep, by chatechizing Peter about 
his Love to Him, before he gives him the Charge 
of his Flock. Being about to truſt him with a 
moſt important Work and Buſineſs, even that of 
feeding bis Fleck, which he had purchaſed with his 
own Blood, CHRIST Jtsvs wou'd know of him, 
whether he lov'd him or no. Simon, Sen of Jonas, 
leveft theu me? Not that he himſelf was uncertain 
of Peter*'s Love—— For he knew his Heart. But 
CHRIST is thus inquiſitive., about this Matter, to 
Jet us know, that true Leve to hem is a moſt ex- 
cellent and neceſſary Qualification in a Goſpel 
Miniſter, who'e great Buſineſs lies in feeding his 
Flock. And that ſpecial care ſhould be taken by 
all thoſe, who are concern'd in introducing Per- 
ſons into the, Miniſtry, about this Qualification in 


the Subject. Our Saviour does, as it were, ſay 
r Simon Peter, the Work that I now 
aſſign you is of the Jaſt Importance, — attended 
with unſpeakable Difficulty and Temptation, and 
L know — you never will be faichful in it, un- 
eſs you love tte Flock committed to your Watch 


and Care. But this you cannot do, if you have 
not an unfeigned Love for me: For my Fleck is 
levely, only as they bear my Image, or ſtand re- 
Jated to me W herefore, cy, Sen of Jenas, 
Leveft thou me mere than theſe? i. e. more than 


To which Peter makes a modeſt and ingenuous 


reply : He ſaith unto bim, yea, Lord, thou kneweſt 
that J. love thee, While with holy Confidence he 
declares the Sincerity of his love 10 CHRIST, ap- 


pealing to him for the Truth, of it, he leaves, it 


with him to judge of the Det ret of his Love. 
© Altho? __ 


An, Nr (9 4{ien, SERMON. 4 » 


& Althg* 1 wall 17 ſay that, I love, thee. more thay 
theſe, yet this ſay, that 1, 4% Love thee,” © 
Upon "this Rel ion of Fee Love, e 
gives him the Charge of his. Flock.” He /a 105 un- 
to him, feed 2 Lambi. — The *ſeeble "and tender 
Branches of my. re ether it ka in reſpect of 
. or- Weak of race, 1 
He faith . u . 2 ſecond. time, Si mon, Son 
4.0 Va thou aith unto him, yea, 
to 14 Fac "0; 7 ove. thee. He faith 
ws bi 7 ed 1 Sheep. The ſame, Queſtion is 
4 thir# | time, and the like Anſwer given. 

T rn Ray to enquire into the particular Rea- 
60 4 our Sevlovx' 8 propoundigg the ſame Queſ- 
1770 11 Times over. — The main thing Meet 
by our 7 1 8 in che he of this Diſcourſe 
Win Peter, think is ' evidently this, *to ſhew 
the Excellency. of Love to the Lokd IJEsus 


„ CangsrT, and he Neceſſity of it in thoſe that 


<< undertake to, feed his People, as ever they would 
. faithfully diſcharge the Datics of their Truſt.“ 
Which Poe 10 alf, by divine Aſſiſtance, endea- 
* to . and confirm under the Ws Heads. 


I Draw. the Character of one that truly loves 
the Lo Lord Tesus CuAIs r. 
th Take ſame. view of. the near Relation of 
Skiers Chor h and People unto Him, under. that 
endearing, Ap pellation,” * Lambs, My Sheep. . 

III. Sen Neher it is the Will of. Cae1sr, that 
biz Lambs and Sheep ſhould be fed: And what 


15 contain'd in this dlemn Charge to feed them. 
x Whew 1 K Lb 0 Buſinefs of 7 feed! Bo TT 3 
belongs to thoſe, -: theſe only, 


ow Et 1 9 by, the, Authority ol 
G 10 Nes Fn W of his Go Na 0 


4 Fn Se 
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fary. Qualification in Goſpe 1 Miniſter, a eber be 
you'd, taithfully diſcharge” the rd Truſt of feed- 
"ng his Flock. Fab Be ee 
VI. Make "Applicitib n, Pt, 5. N 
Firtt, 1 on 10 draw the eiae of one” that 
_ Loves the LORD FESUSCHREIST. And 
this is what we are all equally concerned 1 5 5 
The Character of all Men by Nature «To 
be Lovers, of their own. ſelves, — Full of E mie a- 
gainfl GOD, — hateful and hating one Another,“ 
if we may believe the Apoſtle Paul, Tit, 3. 3. Rom. 
B. 7. 2 Tim, 3. 2. So that a true Lover of Jus 


— 
10 


Custisr is not to be found among the fa RACE 
of Men, until. he has felt, or paſſed upd 
Power of renewing Grace. ee then, Wo 5 


The Perſon of whom we are ſpeaking, "is "one 
that has been happily cartd. of Self-Love and Eſ- 
reem, by, the ſight he has had of his own Deform- 
ity by Reaſon of Sin, fs. is one that knows him- 
| ſelf to be altogether as an, unclean things, and . 
his own Righteouſneſs to be as Ricky Rigs, 'whi 
can never recommend him to the "Favou df GOD.” 
But while he is rolling in his own, Blood, under 
the mortifying Views of himſelf: Behald the 2 of 
Righteouſneſs ariſes upon his Soul with Heg 1780 
Wings. GOD. that commu upded "thz e 
of Darkneſs, now ſhines. in bis Feast, a Tod 77 
the Light of the Knowledge of ' the Glory of. * OD in 
the Face of FESUS CHRIST: The Divinity af 
whoſe Perſon engages the Lover's Attention. exalts 
his Theughts and Coriceptions of him,. an Wird ir- 
reſiſtible Energy wins his Heart to love | him. Far 
while he views him array'd with Majeſty and Pote- 
er, he beholds bim full of Gray and Truth, — - Mighty 
o Save, — Diſpoſed to have Compaſſion "MI 1 thi 
rar and os them that are out 2 
recommends him, as the ww 1. 


TW -” 


2 
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alogtthrr © eh. N be loves him RE ht be 

is in Saſs, lor What he has; pg In, az; well 

as. [fot the World; for Shar b it a 
will further do. to, complear, h an ines. 
nds! out * the N 5 c Wn his Has 
tis Mguth. ſpcakech 


t then, this TIO « L n 
We Ade of i ire Hh Glory rapes llency 
bs 105 15, do „ DOT, ſpend. | itſe .micerly- in Words 
of Praffe au! Con zmendation. — No; it has a tranſ- 
forming, Influence. pon the, Heart and Life of the 
| Lover. "_ Kiholding tlie Glory of the Lord, 805 is 
22097 igto, the. lach e, Image. from Glory co, 
779 - TIO a}lneſs he. r ceives: 4 Sees 
for. EN That Pic ty, that "Mecknets,. Hanley, 
Patience, Shtdental,” ove an Compaſſion, that ap- 
Pals in Ane 8g. is. ſtamped upon bis Soul, an- 
ering to, the, O ciginal, as the Way anſwers Point 
'for Poin to, the SS, Having received the Spirit 
of, Cunlsr, he Acores the ſame Temper and Diſ- 
poſition in his Behayiour, that CuR IST was of: — 
He walks in him, urikying himſelf, as GOD is 
pure. He denies himfelf, takes up his Croſs daily, 
"and follows the Lau i he leads him. 
"He has ſuch a Regard | to the Honour of CHBnisT 
Ad- the Advancement 6f his Wee that, thro 
Grace, he could willingly ſacrifice his own Torereft, 
Character, Eaſe, and every thing that is dear, for 
the Promotion of ic: Rejoicing When he is counted 
18 to buffer. ſhame. ti rely. J. for the Name of . 
Esuvs. s 
He has learned fomething of that hard and 2 
prizing Leſſon, which our Saviour taught; even 
to bate Fatber, .and , Mother, and Wife, and Children, 
2 225 Sitter ; yea, and his own Life. for 
C & AR? . i, & He knows what it is to lere 
2 a C HR 187 


: 89 Tr F 


that bath my. Commanients, and ON them, f 
This is is ſs emp hatical. 115 dak hath 


12 1 4s Oxdinotion, It RON. 
HR ST, more thay 4 7 thely Createres, as 


ur 84100 n explains it, M. Mal. 

He his," in his cart, N Wh atl "bg 55 
for Curist, — e them all op unto. him, ang 
js not willing ko take them bak zain for h 
Portion. In à word, he has crucify. > the Fic. 
with its Affections and Luſts, — He is crucify'd te 
the World and, the World to him. 

But ſuffer me ſtill to fay----that, he. Who truly 
Wow CHRIST, has fuch a ſolemn Regard, for. the 
Truths of CHAIST, the Dittrines of. his 'Goſ pel,, that 
he is not aſham'd to. own and profeſs. wein, es to 
ſtand® by and defend them, even when they are 
fall n into diſcredit with Mankind. e . 

Man be 1 the Fw 47 ech 
Eike Y of hin Fan "hi 27 
ed, toben be. come iN the . 75 hl FO; He us 


Miß and Bae of Caller are very ſacred in 
his Eye, as they are ſolemnly inſtituted by his Au- 
thority, for the public Places of his Reſidence, - 
the channels of hls | Grace, --- the means of Com- 


munion with him. 
Finally, The true Lover of Curisr, is one that 


cannot diſpence with any. one, even the leaſt gf 
. his Commapdmęn ente; ; but makes. Conſcience of © 
ing in Obedience 


to them all. 77 Fi ary 2 
CHRIST.) keep wy - Commandments. 


7s that. low21h wel He that hath my Com mandn e 


7 


true, ' Knowledge | Ciikisr* s. Comma 7755 end 
Yeuring,. to keep them always in his M 


a 
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which end, he binds. thew on his Fingers, (that he 
may remember them in all his Works, ( yea, he 
writes them on the; Table of ef bis Heart, and | ties 
them abour bis Neck (not only for Ornament, but 


for Uſe: ) ./o that 'when be goes, it may lead him, when 


be ſleeps it may keep bim, and when be wakes, it may 
tall with bim, as the wiſe Man ſpeaks, Prov. 7. 3. 
and Chap. 6. 21; 23. 
_ He that thus hath Cnr tsT's S in 
his Heart and in his Eye, paying a diligent, chear- 
ful, and univerſal Obedience to them in the Courſe 
of a holy Lite, (he) may be ſaid to Love CHRIST. 
To conclude his Character: — He not only does 
whatſoever Cusn JEsUs Commands him, as to 
the Matter of it, or in Pe int of external Obedience, 
but while he Obeys from the Heart, he eſteems it 
his chief Happineſs and Glory, to enjoy: Communion 
with CHRIST, in every Branch of his Conduct. — 
This is the Man that loves the Loap Irsus 
CuRIsT.— And whoſoever of you can heartily an- 
ſwer to theſe Characters, may, with Peter, appeal 
to the Searcher of Hearts, and ſay, LO RD, thor 
knoweft all n — Thew knoweſt that ] ſove thee, | 


| Second, f am to 1 * ſome view of the near Re- 
lation of CHRIS T's Church and People unto them, 
under that endearing Appearing My Lambs, Mz 
Sheep. 

By the Sheep of C HRIST, in the moſt general 
" Seniſe,. we are to underſtand, his whole viſible Church, 
all that profeſs his Name. In this large Seoſc 
the whole Zewiſh Church are called, be People of 
bi Paſture, the Sheep af bis Hand. Plal. g, 5. 7. 
Taken in a mare ſpecial aad limited Senſe, 
they are ſuch as &, and 1 ſal believe Savingly in 
n 10, 11. 16. 27. The good She p- 
herd giveth his Life for . the Sheep, — other. Sbeep 
* ar, which are. not Ga chis Fold: Them * 


- 
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I muft bring - with me, and they Hal! bear my Voice. 
My . Sheer, ( my own Obeep, by way of Diſtinction 
and Eminence, as 4 ver. theſe ) bear my Voice, and 


they follow me. The Lambs, (as hath been hinted ) 


may intend the weak, feeble and tender Branches 
of the: Flock, which are to be fed with milk, and 
gently carried in our Arms. *Tis Obſerveable that 
our bleſſed Saviouk is, in the Prophecy, compar- 
ed to a Sbeep and a Lamb; on account of his In- 
nocence, Gentlenefs and Patience, Ja. 53. 7. Which 
Figure of Speech in our Text is therefore very ex- 
preſſive of that Spirit and Temper, which his true 
Foilowers have learned of him and diſcover in their 
Life. - 

And now let us hear how Zenderly our Loks 
ſpeaks of them to Peter. — Calling of them, My 
7 wr My s heep.-- 1. d. They are mine by G6.— 
The Father has given them to me. They are mine 
by Redemption and Purchaſe. -I have given my 
Life for them; and hence may well be ſaid to have 
bought them with a Price indeed. They are my Por- 
tion, the Lot of my Inheritance (Deut. 32. 9.) Yea, 
they are my precious Fewels.--- My" peculiar Treafurs, 
( Pal. 135. 4. ) which I value more chan the whole 
World. 

They are my Sheep by Rogineration ahd Birth. 
Wy have travailed in my Soul for them, and do 
eount them a rich Reward for all my Sufferings. 
Thus ſpeaks the Prophet, He ſhall ſte of the Tra- 
vail of his Soul and ſhall be ſatisfied Iſa. 53. 11. 
And they are my truly - begotten Children, — See 
the Image of their Father upon them. 

They are My Sheep by ſolemn Covenant.---1 aw 
married unts them. Having overcome their Hearts. 
with my Love, I have given myſelf unto them, and 


they have given themſelves unto me i» Marriage. 


So that we are no more Twain but One----being 


United: together by - Faith of the Operation of GO D:- 
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By vertue of which, I. am in ibem and thiy in ms: 
So that w we are One by che ſtricteſt Boads of 8 
on. 

Upon theſe Accounts, fays nan they a are 
my Sbeep ——Etmphatically mine: And I love them, 
and have waſhed them in my own Blood. For them 
1 died. —PFor them I. roſe again. For them I appear 
in the | Court of Heaven, às their everlaſting In- 


terceſſor, their unfailing Frienl. You muſt there. 


fore think that they are exceeding near and dear 
unto me. — Yea, I hold them as the Apple of 
mine Eye. 2 20 * 21 Ml Di. 105 21 

Thus ftron ad cloſe is the Union: This near 


and dear is the Relation betueen Cu 1157 and his 


Church CJ) 1 1 
And if they are "Why dart velaced: auto and 


dearly beloved by the Lox: Jz8vs,. the Chief Shep- 
herd,” we may hence "ſee what a near Relation 0 


Miniſters of CayrisT do ſtand in to the. People 


of their Charge. If we are. faithful Shepherds un- 
der Ctk1sT, we "ſhall look upo our Flocks in the 
ſame endearin view, that our Loxo and Maſter 
did; and treat them witk the ſame tender Affection 
as he here expreſſes: For we are ſaid, by: the A- 
8 to ſtand in e ny Stead. The, 


| Third Thing propoſed was,' To ſhaw that: it is oc 
Will of Chats that his Lambs and Sheep/ſhoald 
be fed: And what is containꝰd in this — 
Charge 10 feed them. 
That it is the Will of cuntsr chat his Sheep 
ſhould: be fed, is evident beyond Diſpute, from the 
repeated ſolemn Charge which he/ gives to Peter, 
to N. N Feed my Lara, fred: my Sberp ; and 
again, [ ans. you, feed my Sheep. —Tacy are needy 
Creatures, and cannot live without daily Feedingc— 
But not to inſiſt He L purpoſe more 


N under this Ly Head, is 1 c aulwer the En- 


— — Se — - 


Quiry, 


— 


26 | An Ordination Sr Mov. 


_ _ naturally ariſes,” viz. 
5 . How are CHRIST, Miniſters io ; feed 
bis ro and what is it to feed them? 

I muſt here take it for granted, what I ur- 
poſe to prove in another place, That the Buſi- 
neſs of Feeding the Sheep of CRHIRISsT, belongs to 


his Miniſters.— Io Men fet apart for that Purpoſe, 
according to Goſpel Inſtitution; and ſo is not a 
Work or Duty that lies in common among Chriſ- 
tians. To anſwer the enquiry then, How are 
 CarIsT's Miniſters to feed his Sheep? And what 


it amin in Feeding _ Ow 
I anſwer, 


211. 2 Neg. Not out of chain own Kock, 7 they 
were Lords or Owners of that ſpiritual Food: which 
they bring to their People. 


"Property ſpeaking; the Miniſters of Cs, 2157; have 


no Food of their owny that is fit to feed His, Sep 
iel. 01 ni ba- HD 1o 


They are of Weibel as frail. and empty 'Cren- 


- tures as the Sheep, which they feed: And con- 
ſequently 


ſtand in the ſame need. of, being ted 
- themſelves, as the very Lambs of the Flock do. 
But chen, for the Encouragement and Relief. of 
| Miniſters and People under this general; Deficien- 
Cy, this prevailing Poverty, it has pleaſed the Fa- 
ther that in CHR ISL all - Fullneſs fould twell. 
With him there is Bread enough and to ſpare:—- 


And He, even CRR IST, the Chief Shepherd, deals 


out of his ſpiritual Morſels to: his Miniſters, by 
© whom, | as Inſtruments in his Hand, the precious 
Food is, convey*d: to the Sheep: CRHRRII T I ESus 
dots, in this Caſe; even now, as when he was up- 


on Earth; he. brate and gave ther Loves and be 
* Fiſhes 10 his Diſciples, ond 1 W 20 hy 2 


Moan 411% 
are indeed Miniſters, in the proper Seole 


. "the Word, waiting and ſerving; at Cnater's 
Table, | 
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Table, diſtributing to every one that Portion which 
their Loxpd and Maſter, Fab ie 

- zs this ſenſe, the Food which they bring, is 
not +heir oton, but the LO R Ds. Altho' they are 
heavenly Dainties which we bring. Tis Angels 
Food which we deal out to our People; yet we 
have this Treaſure in Earthen Veſſels, that the Excel- 
tency of the- Power might be of GOD and not of us. 

Hence we 1ce the Vanity and Sin of Peoples 
looking unto and depending upon Man to feed 
a Why look ye ſo earnefily on us ? Says the A- 

e. 

Let this be remembered then, that the Miniſters 
of CnRIsT do feed his Flock only as Servants un- 
der him, or Stewards of the Myſteries of GO D,— 
Io ſpeak more directly and poſitively in the 
ſecond Place. — Feeding the Flock of CnRisr 
au- in it ſuch things as theſe, | 
; That the Minifters of CHRIST do, in bis 
Sacred Name, - diligently Preach bis Word. All the 
Truths of GO P, reſpecting the great Salvation, 
(even the Truth as it is in VEU are the pro- 
per Food for Souls. Hence Chriſtians are taught, 
by the Apoſtle, that 4 new bern Babes they ſbeuld 
defire the ſincere Milt of the Ward, that they might 
grow | thereby. Accordingly he tells them that he 
had fed them with Milk, i. e. The Milk of GOD's 
Word. For as Milk nouriſhes the Infant, ſo does 
divine Truth the Children of GO D. The Truth 
therefore, is to be diligently ſearched | out, and 
faichfully preached to the People of GOD. The 
* and glorious Doctrines of the Goſpel are to 
e conſtantly ſet in their clear and, "oh ox! Light. 
The Myſteries of G0 D, of which Mini ers are be 
Stewards, , muſt be unvailed. -The Viſion is to be 
made plain, that he, may run that reads it. 

The whole Counſel of GO Pi is, to be declared 
0 are not to ſhun any Part of it, be it a 

9 


12 n dam Seer. 


— dating to Fleſh and Blood. Never fo offenlive 


to proud unſactified Nature. 
The Law muſt' be laid down in 118 exctuling 


Breadib, that condemned Sinners may fee how im- 


ble it is for them to be juſtified by the Deeds 
of it. The All- perfect Righteouineſs of Cnx15T 


muſt be held forth, as The alone Matter of our Juſ- 


tification before G OD. And in all our Preaching, 
CHRIST muſt be laid in the Foundation. 
While we m conſtantly that Believers ſbould ve 
careſul to maintain good Works, according to the Com- 
mandment Tit. 3. 8. We muſt dire& them to look 
wholly to CarisT for Strength to pertorm them 


acceptably. In a word; whenever, and upon whom- 


ſeever we preſs good Works, we mult be careful 


to ſhow that without Faith it is impoſſible to plecſe 


GOD therein, —That we are actepted ( only ) in the 
beloved, Eph. 1. 6. Whether people will hear, or 
whether they will forbear, beſe, and all other great 
Truths of the Chriſtian" Religion; are to be ſeaſori- 
ably diſpenſed, and the Event to be left with _— 
Hence that ſolemn Charge of Paul to Timothy, & 

Epiſt. 4 Chap. from the begining to the 5 Ver. 
T charge thee therefore, before GOD, and the LORD 
FESUS CHRIST, who . the Quick and 
the Dead at his appearing and bis Kingdom : Preach 
the Word, be inſtant in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon , 
reprove, rebuke, exhort with all L ngjuffering and Dot- 
trine. For the time will come toben they will not en. 
dure found Doctrine; but after their own Luſts ſhall 
they beap to themſelves Teachers, baving iicbin- Ears e 
And they Hall turn away their Ears from the Truth, 
aud ſhall be turned unto Fables, Whatever ſucceſs at- 
tends our Labours, yea, tho* we ſeem to labour in 
vain and ſpend our Strength for nought and in vain, 
yet we muſt go on, dealing out the Food of di- 


vine Truth to our Hearers. 
ladeedz 
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Indeed, while Miniſters are faithful to GOD, 
they ſhould endeavour to come with all acceptable- 
nefs to their People. While Truths are ſet in the 
cleareſt Light, they cught to be expreſt with the 
molt Decent Plaineſs, and rang'd in the moſt en- 
gaging Order, that nothing may be made- more of- 
fenſive to our Hearers than the Nature of the thing 
requires, 

And therefore, as much Skill is requiſite, ſo much 
holy Wifdom ought to be uſed in the whole Af- 
fair of Preaching . the Goſpel. It is indeed requi- 
red in Stewards that a Man be found faithbtur: 
But then he muſt be. a'ſo wiſe, or elſe the Por- 
tion of Food may be unhappily timed. Hence that 
Enquiry of our Saviour, Luke 12. 42. M then 
is » that faithful and wiſe Steward, whom bis Lord 
ſhall make Ruler over his Fhuſhald, to give them 1th2ir 
Portion of Meat in due ſeaſon? Very ſeaſonable and 
important then, is the Apo.tles exhortation to Ti- 
mothy, and through him to each one of us in the 
Miniſtry, 2 Tim. 2. 15. Study to fſb:w- thy Self ap- 
proved t GOD, a Watchman that: needeth not to be 
aſhamed, rightly dividing. th: Word of Truth, Where- 
re, relying entirely oa the Logo Jesus, 7 whom 
are hid all the treaſures of Viſdom and Kaowledge, 
we are to make a folemn Application to the great 
and difficult Work of Preparing ſuitable Matter 
for the Sheep of his Flock. The pure Oyl Olive for 
the Light, to cauſe th: Linp to burn (of which we 
read Levit. 24 2.) was, by the Command of 
GOD, to be B:aten. —— Twas not only to be ure 
Oy/, but Beaten Oz1—well wrought, prepared with 
Labour and Care. — 50 in the ciſe before us. 


We muſt not only preach 25. Truth, barely ſpeak- 
ing; but the Truths of the Goſpel wil wrought lo- 
getber —well ftadied and digeſted - ſet oF with all the 
Advantages of Goſpel Ligit an! Divine Embelliſh- 


What 
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What leſs are we taught, by the — ſearch. 
ing to find out acceptable Words? i. e. Words of 
Delight; z when *tis obſerv'd, at the — time, that 
that which was written was upright, even Words of 
Truih, Eccl. 12. 10. This is one main Branch 
of the Work and Duty of Feeding CHR IST's 
Sheep. 


2. In feeding of them, the ſolemn Ordinances of the 
Goſpel, particularly the Sacraments of Baptiſm and the 
Supper, are to be duly adminiſtered. 

.- Theſe are a Part of the Proviſion that Jrsus 
CrxrisT has made for his People, contain'd in the 
Feaſt of fat things, a Feaſt: of Wine on the Lies, 


| ſpoken of by the Prophet, J. 25. 6. And there- 


fore may by no means be witheld, Hence our 
Saviour's Charge to his Apoſtles is full and clear, 


Go teach all Nations, Baptizing them in ihe Name of 


the Father and of the Son and of tbe Holy Ghoſt. 
And by eating the Bread and drinking the Cap, in 
CuRIST's Supper, his Death 75 ſnewed until he come, 
ſays the Apoſtle: i. e. until he come in like man- 


ner as ſpoken of Acts 1. 11. viſibiy in a Cleud, ver. 9. 


In theſe ſolemn Tranſactions, as well as in preach- 
ing the Goſpel, our Logp: Jesvs. has promiſed his 


gracious Preſence with his Miniſters to the end of 


the World. How then can any Man forbid Water, 
that meet Subjects ſhould not be 4ap/ized? Or withold 


the lileral Cup, which is the Communion of the blocd 
of CHRIST, without infringing upon the 2 
Privilege, of his Sheep and Lambs? | 


3. Freding CHRIST Sheep contains in it, the 
Ruling, Governing and Diſciplining of them, accord- 
ing to the Direction of his Goſpel, 

In this Senſe we find the Pſalmiſt uſes the Word, 


5 when ſpeak ing of King David, he ſays Pal. 78. 71. 


GOD bro't him to ſeed Jacob his People and. Iſruu 


4 g Fi bis 
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Bis Inheritance 5 i. e. To rule, govern and guide 


them. Hence it follows, ſo he ow them accord- 
ing to the Integrity of his Heart, and guided them 
by the Skilfulneſs of his Hands. | 

And this is certainly One great thing intended 
by our Saviour in Feeding his Sheep, who, thro? 
many Caſualties and Temptations, are in continual 
Danger of runnin, :fltay. Accordingly he has in- 
ſtituted the ſacre ] Orumnarce of Diſcipline in the 


18 of Matt. And has ſetiled all the Orders of his 


Houſe, by which he will have the Members of it 
rul'd and govern'd, that they may be under better 
Advantages to. be fed with the Word. And hence 
he requires that his Miniſters ſhould, have the Spi- 
rit of Government, knowing how, in the firſt place, 
To rule: their own Houſe, that they may be able 7s 
take care of the Church of GOD. 1 Tim. 3. 4, 5. 
If any walk diſerderly, tranſgreſſing the Laws of 
Cusisr's Kingdom, the Diſcipline of his Houſe is 
to be adminiſtered upon them, 1 Cor. 5. 4. 5. 
In which his Miniſters are to lead. And People 
are to be taught, and ought ſo to receive it, that 
the Adminiſtration of Government and Diſcipline 
in à Church is One of their choice Privileges ; which 
they ſhould by no means endeavour to obſtruct or 


ſhake off, as if it were a Burden or Yoke of Bondage | 


not to be borne. - Hence we read concerning the 
higheſt. Act of Diſcipline, even that of Exconmuni- 
cation, or delivering up to Satan, that it is deſigned 
fer, and - tends 10 the Deſtruction of the Fleſh, that 
the" Spirit may be ſaved in the Day 7 the LORD 
Jo x Cor. 5. * 9 65 


* It; intends 42 Ain iſters ſhould 7 the Edifica- 


tian of their Flocks, in 'a more ee v ay, ty parti- 


cular perſonal Applicatian. 

The great Apoſtle Paul did not think. chat he 

ad made full Proof of his, Miniſtry, or 0s, he 
19 e 
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Is 
if had Tufficiently ſed the Flock, of GOD, when he 
1 ; bad only taught them Publickly : For he tells us, 
|) that he did it alſo from Houſe io Hluſe, Acts 2o. 20. 
TC Beſides the public -Inſtruttions that are dealt out to 
a whole Aſſemblies, e are i» go and viſit our Bre- 
j hren and ſee how they do; alluding to A#s 15. 36. 
1 with ſome Reſtriction.—— And in this private way, 
1h Miniſters ſhould acquaint themſelves with, the Stare 
of their Flock: Yea, the Condition of every ſin- 
| gle Perſon ſhould, if poſſible, be inquired into, and 
| ' found out; that we may know what Aſſiſtance or 
| what Nouriſhment every Sheep ard Lamb has need 
f of. Thus runs the Charge As 20. 28. Take heed 
therefore, unto yourſelves, and to a zbe Flack, o- 
ver which the Holy Gholt hath made you Overſeers, 
F to feed the Church of G OD. Which doubtleſs im- 
1 plies, that we ſhould particularly enquire into the 
5 tate of their Souls, and their manner of living, 
'F Whether they have a Hope of their being in 
. CnxtisT? What is the ground of their Confidence ? 
1 Whether they grow in Grace and in the Knowledge 
5 of Jesus CHRIST ? What are their Spiritual Ma- 
| ladies, Temptations and Diſcouragements? And the 
| like; that we may be under better Advantages to 
| deal out ſuitable Inſttuctions to every Soul, ($4.3 


1 j 
| 5. Feding the Flock of CHRIST, ſuppoſes 
15 that we ſet a holy Example before them, worthy ef 
4 their Imitation in all things. e enen 
4 A Miniſter of the Goſpel ought to be a Man 
of GOD (which is the moſt worthy and excellent 
Stroke in his Character) and as ſuch he is charg'd 
to flee all evil things, and to follow after Rigbte- 
"ouſueſs, God ineſs, Faith, Love, Patience, Meekneſs, 
1 Tim. 6. 11. That his Example may be as in- 
ſtructive as his D-rin?, and may be the L the? 
not the Lea Argument, to enforce every Exhor- 
tacion upon his Prople, Kencs thar particular Charge 


of Paul to ** .S7 {Ti im. Be . thou an 
Example of Believers, in Mord, in tavern, in 
Charity, in Spirit, in Faitb, in . Purity. Such a ho- 
by, ſpiritua}. Behaviour in a Guide, affords real, Mat- 
ter of Food and Strengthning to cve 0 diligent Ob- 
ferver.'; While Men behold a Miniſter Living and 
ſteadily ATing the Sun they will be mote ef- 
tectually wen over to the Love o Virtue and 
Goodneſs ; yen, and eſtabliſhed ia it, than the beſt 
Inſtructions in the World cou”, poſſibly, per ſwwade 
them tu where ſuch. an Example is wanting, nix, 
am perſywaded the moſt excellent Preaching, fol- 
lowed with a vain and carnal Life in the, Preach- 
er, is ne of) the molt effectual Arguments in the 
World to propagate Licentiouſneſs and Infidelity. | 
For ſuch a one declares by his Practice, that be, 
for his own part, does not believe. that there is 
any Truth or Reality in all the ſolemn Yi af that 
he preaches. Wherefore, as ever we  woul feed 
the Sheep of Cuersr,”to the building of them up 
in. Faith, Holineſs, and Comfort, 'we are to ſet 
them an Example in every thing, according to the 
* which we have ſeen. in CH ist. * 


urch "FP" . to > that tbe Rn} B. 
fineſs of Freding CHRIST Sheep belongs 10 thoſe, 
2 thaſe only, unto whom it is committed by the Au- 
.thori:y of C Aux T, aun to the Nirect ion of 
1 Goſpet. 
The common e Error of the Day we 
live in, is this, that no other Call is neceſſary 
to the Work of. Preaching the Goſpel (which is 
one main Article in feeding CRIST's 5 Sheep than 
a Man's being converted himſelf, and feeling an in- 
_ — 0 upon his Soul, or a powerful Incli- 
nation and Influence thereto. * Which is an Error 
ſo big with Miſchief to the Church of G OD, thar 
4 hope it will not be taken amiſs. in me, to offer 
C: " FS NIC.” 
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my Aſfiſtance, with abler Hands, to remove it out 
X the way. 

It is evident that the great Propoſal, which the 
Goſpel makes to Mankird, is, that they would be 
reconciled unto GOD, thro' his Son JzsUs CHRIST. 
This gracious Propoſal is made to the World, by 
the Preaching of the Goſpel, which G O D makes uſe 
of as the moſt powertul Means of N about 
the grand Deen. 

Now, the great work of Preaching the Golpel of 
Reconciliation was firſt committed to the Apoltles of 


| CHRIST ; as is clear from Matt. 28. ver. 16. to 


the End, compared with 2 (or. 5. 18. 19,-GOD 
bath reconciled us 10 bimſelf by Jesus CHRIS, and 
hath given to Us the Minifiry of Reconciliation ; to 
wit, that GOD was in CnrisT reconciling the 
World unto himſelf, not imputing their” Treſſpaſſes 
unto them ; and hath committed unto the Word 
of Reconciliation... 

Hence it appears, that GOD aig not clin this 
great Wo. k of Preaching the Goſpel, or Werd of Re- 
conciliation at large, to be undertaken and perſorm'd 
by Chriſtians ia common, as other Goſpel Duties are: 
But he committed this Truſt to certain Men, whom 
ne raiſed up, qualified and appointed to that Work. 
He gev? it and committed it ( ſays: the text) to Us, 
the Apefiles. And upon ifs beirg thus committed 19 
them, they went forth as Cun1s1's Ambaſladors, 
and preached with Authority . For it follows, New 
igen tee are Ambeſſaders fer CHRIST, 65 the GOD 


Aid beſeech' you 7 us: We pray you in CHRIST's 


ſtead, be ye reconciled to & OD, ver. 20. They went 
not as Ambaſſadors for CHRIS, to preach the Goſ- 
pel in. his Name, until he had committed this Truſt 
unto them, 

And as it was not a common Duty but a ſpecial 
Work. and Buſineſs in the Apoſtolic Age, ſo it is 
cyident, that elfectual Care was taken by the Ades, 
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to guard this ſacred Buſineſs -againit Intruders, jn 
the ſycceeding Ages of the Church. Accordingly, 
the Apoſtle Paul, who had ſo particularly noted 
the divine Appointment of the Apoſtles to the Work 
of Preaching the Goſpel ( declaring that G OD had 
cammitied it unto them) is very careful to inſtruct 
Timothy (who was an ordinary ſtanding Miniſter, 
ſeparated to the Work of the Miniſſry by the 
Laying on of the Hands of the Preſbytery, 1 Tim. 
4. 14. And 2 Tim. 1. 6. is careful, I ſay, to in- 
ſtruct him) how he ſhould conduct himſelf with 
reſpect to the Introducing of others to this ſolemn 
Work. As we have it recorded 2 Tim. i. 
Thou therefore, my Son, be ſtrong in the Grace 
that is in CuRIsT Jesus, And the things that thou 
haſt heard of me among many Witneſſes, the ſame 
commit thou to faithful Men, who foall be able 10 
teach others alſo. _ 

Here it is certain, that one of the Things 1 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, as a Matter to be committed, 
is Preaching tbe Goſpel, or Word of Reconciliation ; 
for he expreſly mentions. Teaching. And gives a ſo- 
lemn Charge that it ſhall be committed to them that 
- undertake it. Men ſhall not take it up, nor. car- 
ry it on, of - their own. Heads Cas ve ule, to ſay) 
but it ſhall be committed to them. 

Where we cannot, without Violence, underſtand 
the Apaſtle as ſpeaking of its being committed in 
a Fecret, 3 way and manner, ( as ſome would 
have it) immediately, by the Loan Jzsus CRRISr. 
So: far from this, that Cu815T Jesus here. teaches 
us, by bis Apoſtle, that his ordinary way and man- 
ner of. committing this Work to his Miniſters, is 
apenly, by | vi/ible Tuſtruments, or Men in Authority in 
bis Church. - And there are no Men, ſince the A- 

oſtles, that have it committed to them in a goſ- 
pel Way, if this Rule and Direction of CHRIST, 


in the Matter, be not obſerved. Or in other Words, 
G Cunts r 
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CRRISH Jesus does not commit the Preaching of 
the Goſpel to any Man, ſince the „A- = 
the Inſtrumentaliiyh & others: 

Accordingly we fee the Apoſtle's Cuatge herd runs 
to Timothy, an Officer in CHRIST's Church: Con- 
mit Thou. — q. d. as the Preacbing of the Goſpel has 

been committed to thee, by the Authority of Cnaisr 
in his Church, ſo do bon, in the Exerciſe of that 
Authority, which thou haſt received, commit the ſame 
Care and Truſt to others: Which very clearly and 
ſtrongly holds forth the Agency of Men in the 
Matter; and Men that are in Authority too in the 
Church of GOD. 
Neither are they to commit this Truſt to any one 
that ſays he is qualified and ent by the LOR D.— 
His Confidence in this Matter is, of itſelf, no Ar- 
cument in favour of his Introduction. But they are 
to commit it to ſuch as ſhall be judged to be faith- 
ſul Men. - Men of Integrity and Uprightneſs. 
Such, as upon impartial Enquiry and Tryal ſhall be 
found or judged to be true Men of GOD, Men 
that love the Lorgp Jesvs CHRIST, ſuch as Petcr 
in our Text. And they muſt not only be gracieus 
Men, and Faithful, according to what they #now ; 
but they muſt really be able Men too; for they are 
to teach others, ſays the Text. They muſt be able 
to teach and apt to teach; yea, able 'by ſound Doc- 
trine to exhort and convinte Gainſayers. To Perſons 
thus qualified, the Preaching of the Goſpel is to be 
committed by Men in Authority, as above: That ie, 
the Work is to be referred to them; or toi ule che 
Apoſtles Words 1 Theſſ. 2. 4. they are to be put 
in truſt with the Goſpel, by ſome explicit Af or So- 
lemnity, performed by ſuch Authority ; otherwiſe there 
could be no Senſe nor Meaning in the Apoſtles ſay- 
| ing to Timothy, commit Thou. —— | 
| | All which does clearly and neceſſarily imply, that 
p fuch Candidates for the * muſt be mo 
2 
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7h and Prev'd by the ſame Authority; otherwiſe 
they could have no Evidence of their being furniſn'd 
with the neceſſary Qualifications of Preachers, and 
conſequently could not in Faithfulneſs to their Maſ- 
ter commit his Goſpel unto them. | 
This is the Order that CHRIST Ixsus bs eſtab- 
liſhed in his Church, reſpecting the Commitment of 
his Goſpel to the Preachers ef it. They therefore 
that undertake it without the Countenance of proper 
Authority in the Church of GOD, manifeſted in 
ſome way and manner that is «/ual, known-and ap- 
proved of, in and by his Church, muſt be look*d up- 
on as bold Intruders, running before they are ſent. 


| Fifth Head, The next thing before us is, io prove 
the Doctrine, That true Love to the LORD JESUS 
CHRIST is a mt excellent and neceſſary Qualifica- 
tion in a Goſpel Miniſter, as ever he would faith- 
fully diſcharge the Colas Truſt of feeding his 
Flock. 
That this Grace is abſolutely neceſſary to his own 
perſonal acceptance with CHRIST, is beyond diſpute. 
| And that it is not only an excellent but a ne- 
_ eeſſary Qualification in order to diſcharge the great 
Truſt of Feeding CaRr1sT's Sheep faithfully, will 
appear, if we conſider a few things. — Many Argu- 
ments here offer themſelves for the Support of this 
Doctrine, but, leaſt I be over tedious, 1 muſt ſup- 
preſs them, and only ſay, 

1. That if a Man don't love CHRIST. it is 
certain, that he has never ſeen Him nor known Him. 
For he that has ſeen and known Jxsus CHRIST: 
ſavingly, has beheld divine Glory in Him, even the 
glorious Perfections of GOD. And ſuch a Sight 
of him cannot be had, without being won over to 
the Love of him: For G OD is Love, ſays the 
Apoſtle. —And a true Sight of him muſt beget Love. 
—Beholding his Glory, we are changed into the ſame 

e, 
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Image, ſays Paul. The Heart of Enmity, is chang- 

ed into a Heart of Love. He therefore that does 
not love CHRIST, is certainly ignorant of him.— 
He does not know GOD in CHRIST. And 


hence the Apoſtle Jobn ſpeaks expreſsly, 1 Fob. 


4. 8. He that loveth not knoweth not GOD; for 
60 D is Love. nr 


And then, 4s | 
2. If a Miniſter dowt know CHRIST, how ſhall 
be heartily invite and earneſtly perſuade Souls to come 


10 him. 
This is one eminent Branch of feeding,, and the 


grand Deſign of Preaching the Goſpel, even 10 win 


Souls over to CarisT. Knowing the Terrors of the 
LORD, we perſuade Men, ſays the Apoſtle. 1. e. 
We perſuade them to be reconciled to G OD: 


which cannot be effected any other Way, than by 
their coming to CHRIST. | 


Now, altho' it is poſſible that a Man, who does 
not knw CHRIST experimentally, may deal out 
the Call and Invitation of CHRISTH to Sinners; and 
may uſe true Goſpel Arguments to perſuade them 


to come to him; which GOD may, by his ſove- 
reign Grace, ſet home effeually,—— Tis paſſible, I 
| fay : But is it at all likely, that ſuch an one will 


be at unwearied Pains, thro' the Courſe of his Mi- 
niſtry, to lay. together all the Arguments of the 


Goſpel to perſuade Sinners to a CHRIS Z, whom 


he has never ſeen, nor known? For having never 
ſeen the excellent Glory, Beauty, and Lovelineſs of 
CHRIST never experienc'd his Power and Alſuffici- 


ency to ſave—never taſted the ſweets of his Love, 


nor found the Peace and Joy there is in Belicving, 


he does not know the Reſt and Happineſs there is 
for a weary Soul in CurisT: And therefore does 


not ſee the Encouragement there is ſor Sinners to 


come to him. How then is it likely that he ſhou'd 


Woo and beſeech, plead and wreſtle with periſhing 
| © Sinnets 
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Dinners to haſten their Eſcape unto him? This 


would be to perſuade them to he knows not what; 
the Theught of which muſt naturally tend to make 


him flag in his Argument. But if a Miniſter does 


truly know and love Cnr18ST, then will he be bo- 
rough, faithful and fervent in perſuading Sinners to 
receive bim and ſubmit unto im. Love % CHRIST 
is ever attended with Compaſſion to precious Souls; 
which draws forth the moſt earneſt Endeavours to 
bring them into bis Fold, A Lover of CHRIST will 
keep in Remembrance the Words of his bleſſed 
LORD, Jab. 10. 16. Other Sheep have I, which are 
not of this Fold; them alſo I muſt bring with me, 
and they ſhall hear my Voice. And the Travail of 
CuRIST's Soul tor thoſe that are yet to come in, 
is ſuch an Argument to warm the Lover's Heart 
with Zeal and Courage, that he will go forth in the 
Strength of the LORD, and ( if poſſible ) compel 
them to come in. | 

CHrisT's Kingdom and Intereſt is very dear to 
the Man that loves him.— He longs to ſee it come— 
to ſee it ſet up and flouriſh in the Hearts of Men. 
—*Tis what he glories in, yea, *cis the Heighth of 
his Ambition.— He eſteems one Soul to be worth 
more than the whole World; and juſtly argues, 
that *tis' therefore worth the Labours of his whole 
Life to gain, if it were, but one. Hence he can ve- 
ry gladly /pend and be ſpent for a Soul, 

Again, OY 

3. If a Man don't love CHRIST, it. will fol- 

low, that be is not experimentally acquainted with his 


Truths, neither does be heartily love them. 


For ſurely, no Man can be ſaid really to love 
CnrisT, the Son of GOD, until he is begotten and 
born of GOD. And this is effected by the power- 
{ul Application of divine Truth upon the Soul. Fam. 
1. 18. Of his own Will begat he us, with the 
Word of Truth.——In = great Work G — 
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Zis ' Lows into our Mind, and writes them in our 


 Hearts—as Heb. 8, 10.— Gives us to know in our 


own Experience the Reality of what. he has taught 
us in his Word. And hence it is that - GO D's 
Mord, his Truths, become indeed ſweet and precious 
to our Souls, From hence it was that David could 
ſpeak ſo feelingly, Plal. 19. 10. More to be defired 
cre they than Cold, yea, than much. fine Gold: Swweeter 
alſo than Honey and the Honey-Comds. | 

From all which it appears, that true — to 
CHRIST, and an experimental A-quaintance with 
his Truths, are inſeperatle, And conſequently, if a 
Man don't love CHRIST, he muſt be unacquaint- 
ed with his Tra;/bs, in the Senſe of inward Experi- 
ence. And ſurely he cannot heartily eve what he 
is unacquainted with, or ignorant of, And if ſo, 

Then, | 

4. It is altogether improbable that a Miniſter fþculd 

couragiofly defend ihoſe Things, that be does not kno, 


by Experience, to be the Truth. 
How unlikely is it that the great Doctrines and 


Truths of the Goſpel, which are not only above the 
Reach of fallen Nature, but contrary to the Pride 
of our carnal Hearts, ſhould be maintain*d and de- 
fended by thoſe that do not Know them, in the Senſe 
that we are ſpeaking ? Is it hkely that they will 
hazard any thing, much leſs every thing that 1s dear 


to them, in Defence of ſomeil ing, which for ought 


they know, has no Reality in it? So long, indeed, 
as the Doctrines are in Credit, and the Religion. 
that teaches them is faſhionable, they may riſe up in 
Defence of them, and may ſeem to advocate for 
them with Reſolution and Zeal: Yea, they may 
ftand by them ſo long as Self, perſonal Intereſt, 
Honour, Eaſe and Saftey, depend upon them, and 
may be ſupported by them: But, take away thoſe 
Creature Props. — Let the Religion before us be e- 


wy. where ſpoken 2 The Truths in Queſ- 


tion 


Ordination SER uon. 11 2 


tion rejected and the Doctrines laug d at 2 
Honour riſe in the other os latereſt ſhift 
to the other Side; — Let the Times be changed, and 
the unexperienced Man will be very likely to change 
with the Times, and profeſs to ſee Things in ano- 
ther Light. bo 

But an Acquaintance with divine, Truth, which is 
inſeperable from the Love of Curt, will. imbolden 
a Man to riſque his Character, Intereſt and Life 
in its Defence. The Temptation muſt be very ſtrong 
indeed, to make a Man aſham'd to profeſs, or a- 
fraid to advance and inculcate thoſe Things, which 
are verified in his own Soul by daily Experience. 
Befides, he knows them to be the Doctrines of Jesus 
CarisT ;. and therefore, in Honour to his Loxp- 
and MasTzR, he will defend them. For ſurely, a 
faithfal Subject will ſtand. by his Maſter! 8 Caple,. | 


. 5. True Lowe 10 7 Us. CHRIST — 4 
mighty Influence upon a Mmifter, in the Choice and 
 Diftribution of ſutable Food for the Lambs and Sheep 
of his Flock. 

This Love is attended” with an ardent. Deſire to 
entertain the People of- G OD, at all Times, with 
the moſt ſutable,, wholeſome and profitable Food, 
For they are the moſt worthy. Gueſts— Subjects of 
a great Kixc, and Children of his beſt Friend. 
And therefore in Honout to his Lorp, he has a 
holy Ambition to ſerve them wich the, beſt Proviſe 
ion of GO D's Houſe. | x 
Now, having had Experience in his own \ Soul; 
of the Wants, Maladies, Temptations and Sorrows 
that attend a Pilgrim in his Journey, to Heaven 
and having found Relief in CHRIST under them all, 
he from thence knows how to miniſter to the ne- 
ceſſities of the Saints. For G0 D ( ſays the Apoſtle) 
comforteth us in all our 7 ribulation, that we may be a- 
ble ta. comfort them which are in am Trouble. ty the- 
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therefore have aid it, bat Love to Jesvs > CHRIST, 
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Comfort Swat we ourſelves are comforted of GOD, 
11 Cor. 1. 4. 

A Lover of Jesvs Cnrisr knows the Heart of 
4 Stranger----and being taught of G O D, he has Ar- 
guments at hand to ſtrengthen the weak, confirm 
the feeble, and encourage the fearful, His own Po- 
verty and Miſeries have. made him an importunate 
Beggar at the Throne of Grace.----He knows .how 
to wreſtle with GOD for himſelf and his People 
His Wants have made him eloquent, and having 
the Tongue of the Learned, he knows how to ſpeak a 
Word in ſeaſon to the weary Soul, In a word, Love 
to Cyrisr will bring out the fatted Calf for. his 
Children---the richeft Dainties in all the 1 Feaſt; 
and he thinks nothing too good for the Sheep and 
Lambs of his deareſt Logs. Such a mighty In- 
fluence, has the Love of CHRIST, in the great Af- 
fair of dealing out a Portion to every One in his 


Sen. 
'Belides, how can 4 Miniſter "Jove the Flock of 


CHRIST ( which' is ſo neteſſary in order to his tend- 
ing of them faithfully, - at all * ſeaſons, and under 
all Circumſtances ) if he does not love CHRIST 
himſelf ?——How' ſhall he ' bear with. them and treat 
them with P/ty and ompaffion under all their Infirs 
mities and Changes ?-—— How ſhall'he endure all the 
Hardnejs that attends the Work and Warfare before 
him, while he approves himſelf a Miniſter of GOD 
in Afflictions, in Neceffities, in Diſtreſſes.—-by Ho- 
nour and Diſhonour, by evil Report and good Re- 
port ?—— How ſhall a Miniſter go cheag k all this 
Labour, and behave with Decency under all theſe 
Tryals, if he be not animated with unfeign'd Love 
to FESUS CHRIST? *Tis ſurely impracticable, 
if not impoſſible. ee I may not enlarge * 


theſe Arguments. 
For fuch Reaſons! as theſe, I am perſuaded, an 


is, 
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Is, not only an excellent, but a moſt neceſſary Quali- 
fication, . in a Goſpel Miniſter, as ever he would 


faithfully feed the Sheep of his Flock. All that 
remains is The 


APPLICATION 


From the view that we have had of the Love 
of CaRr1sT, as to what it is, and the Neceſſity of 
it to red the Flock of G OD, as they ought to 


be fed, 
1 we may learn, | 

1. That it ſhould be the greateſ Concern of Goſpel 
Miniſters to know that they love CHRIST, and ſee 
that they abound in this Grace. 

The Argument for Aſurance of the Love of 
CrrisT, in Miniſters Souls, is doubly ſtrong. For 
if they are deſtitute of this Grace of Love, they will 
not only loſe their .own Souls, but will eminently 
endanger the Souls of others. 

7 The Importance of this Grace in Miniſters (as 
it hath been argued ) will intitle me to the ut- 
moſt Freedom, with all Affection and Reverence, 
in preſſing upon my Brethren in the Miniſtry, as 
well as upon myſelf, the Argument of this Day con- 
cerning the Love of CnrisT.—— 


REVEREND AnD DPAR BRETHREN, 

We have undertaken to feed the Flock of CnrisT 
and have flood in the Place of Shepherds for Days 
and Years; profeſſedly engag'd in the Buſineſs of 
Feeding his Sheep, But how have we approved our 
ſelves to GOD and Them? Is it evident to our 
own Souls, and have we given good Proof to the 
People of GOD, that we have this Main Qualifi- 
cation for ſuch a Truft, even Love to JESUS 
CHRIST? It is ſurely, high Time for us to know 
that we do love bim. 15 the Queſtion of our Text 

is 


* — 
—— 
— C 
— — — — 


4 _ 3 
2 N 
— — : a4 A 72 > - 7 
P ²˙ EE. 
1 


— & 
5 — 0 . 8 
— 


Ar Crdinatian SERMON. 


34 


is not out of ſeaſon to any one of us, Lovef- tbou 
me ? Can we with humble Confidence appeal to 
him who. ſearches the Heart, and ſay, LORD thou: 
knoweſt that 1 Love thee ? Or does the Guilt of our. 
Conſciences flaſh in our Faces, and forbid our Tongues 
to utter what our Hearts condemn. us for? 

Did we undertake this folema Work from the 
Love we had to Jesvs CRRIST - From an ardent 
Affection for his Flock and Compaſſion io periſh-- 
ing Souls? Has the ſame Love prevailed in our 
Hearts ever ſince, and flamed out in our Lives, 
carrying of us forth thro* all the Branches of our 
Truſt, with Patience, Diligence and Zeal ? Or have 
we obtained of G OD, this unſpeakable Mercy and 
Grace, ſince we came into the ſacred Office? And: 
ae we now doubling our Diligence and redeeming 
the Time which we finfully loſt? Let Conſcience 
bring in her Verdict, this Day, and. fully acquit. 
us, or faithfully condemn us. 


O my BrtTHREN, with what Comfort or Cou- 
rage can we go on in our Work, deſtitute of all 
good Evidences of Love to CarisT ? How can we 
declare to our People from day to day, in theſe 
awful Words of our Logy Jesus, He that believeth- 
not ſhall be damned. And if any Man love not the 
LORD FESUS CHRIST, by him be Anathema, 
when Conſcience applies the Sentence to him that 
ſpeaketh, ſaying, Thou art the Man | Or with what 
Arguments ſhall we preſs the Sinners. to fly for Re- 
fuge unto Jzsus ; when our own Hearts reproach. 
us with. the damning Sin. of Refuling him and Flying 


from him? 
O what Shame and Confuſion! met cover the 


Head of ſuch a Watchman, when he meets the mourn- 


ing Spouſe, the deſerted Believer, with that earneſt En- 
quiry in his. Mouth, Saw. you bim whom my Soul lau- 


ay What could. he 9 ſuch a. Caſe : — What 
Could. 
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eould he do for. the Comfort and Direction of ſuch 
x Soul ?—Muſt he not be dumb with Silence before 
him, while his Conſcience. makes that cutting Reply, 
«© T know not the LORD, neither do F love 
him? „ 208  I6CW. MEI oy 
Finally, How ſhall: we appear a Death; or at the 
Great Day, when our LORD ſhall demand of us 
an Account of our Stewardſhip * Will it not then 
be found that we have waſted our LOR D's Goods, 
for Want of Love to his Perſon, and a tender re- 
gard to his Intereſt? If ſo; our Account will be ſad 
and awful! And when the Chief Shepherd ſhall 
appear to divide the Sheep from the Goats, how 
dreadfull— yea, how full of Horror is the Thought, 
of being ſeperated, our ſelves from Carrsr and from 
the Flock which we pretended to feed ! — Or, of 
being found among the Goats, and falling under the 
ſame Condemnation with them In vain ſhall we 
then plead, ſaying, Led, Lord, have we not pro- 
phefied in thy Name? — He will ſay unto us, I know 
you not—The Sentence of the Law is, Depart! _ 

I beſeech you, Brethren, let ſuch moving Argu- 
ments, as theſe, excite us all to make ſure of this 
one thing, even Love to CHRIST. Yea, let us 
ſee that we are full of it, and abound in it, that 
we may not only eſcape the dreadful things that have; 
been ſuggeſted, but that we' may enjoy the unſpeak- 
able Comfort of CHRISTH'Ss Preſence in our trying 
Work; and fo be inſtrumental of turning many to 
Righteouſneſs; that the Bleſſing of many, ready to 
periſh, may come upon us, which I hope is really the 
Caſe, altho* I have thus ſpoken. | 

Let. us look to our bleſſed MasTer for larger 
Meaſures of his. Love, and for every Grace of his: 
holy Spirit, that we may obtain Mercy to be faith 
ful, thro” the whole of our ſacred Truſt : That when 
our Departure is at hand, we may join with holy: 
Paul, and ſay, We have fought" the” good Fights toe 
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have finiſbed our Courſe, we have kept the Fultb. Hence: 
forth there is laid up for us a Crown of Righteouſ- 
neſs, which tbe LORD, the righteous Fudge ſhall give 
2. Frem what has been ſaid, we learn what 
Care a Peopie ought to take in choofing, and Mini ſ- 
ters in introducing ſuch Perſons to the Work before 
us, as are indeed true Lovers of F ESUS CHRIST. 


perience what Temptations we are under to do this 
Work cverh and partially, I would, again, take Li- 
berty to preſs the Duty home by ſome awakening 
Conſideratiens. 101 eddi een ite © 
It muſt be granted, indeed, that after all our Care 
and Pains in this Matter, both Miniſters and Peo- 
ple may be decerved.---And doubtleſs G O D does ſome- 
times puniſh the crying Sin of a People, in their 
Diſregarding his | preached Goſpel, by ſending one 
among them that knows not the Lok D Jesvs.---But 


how can our Conſciences be clear of Guilt, if we 


don't apply our ſelves, with the deepeſt Concern, 
to obtain a true Lover of Jesvs CnrisT, to feed 
een ban 

A People ſheuld firſt look to the Chief Shep- 
herd, and follow ſuit by daily earneſt Prayer, that 


he would mercifully give them a Paſtor after bis own 
Heart, that may feed them with Knowledge and Un- 


derſtanding. And they ſhould believe in his Promiſe 
( Fer. 3. 15. ) that he will do it for them. And 
when they can find a Man, whoſe Inward Experi- 
ence of divine things is Hopeful ;-.--whoſe Preaching 
is ſound, inſtructive, ſearching and faithful ; =whoſe 
Converſation is heavenly, and Life exemplary, they 
may receive him as a Meſſenger ſent from GOD; 
and, notwithſtanding human Imperfections, they ought 
te Treat and Honour him as ſuch. And the * 
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tereft of their Souls being 73 "neatly eoncerned "i in 


their having ſuch a Shepherd (as we have 88 


is alone Argument ſufficient” to excite” this C are in 
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But theo, how deep be the e — 
How exquiſite the Search a 0 dir) ef C KI 
Miniſters eſpecially, about this LU Nele le. 
in thoſe whom they approve” of, and ſeperate to the 
work of the Miniſtrys—Surely, dor grand Enquiry 
and-Concerw ſhould be, after a. ru Liver FT. ESUS 
CHRIST, to take care of his Sheep. 

We have heard how inquiſitive our great and 
blefſed MasTes Was, about this precious Grace of 
Love, in Peter, defore he would commit to him the 
Charge of feeding his Flock. Iman, Son of Jonas, 
Lu ibo m. Eovelt'thw me- Loveſt . thou ne? It 
thou doſt, then feed my Lambs, feed my Sheep. 
And what think you, 100 Brethren, is not this re- 
corded for our | InſtruQion ;----Haſn't our Lorp 
and Masrzx herein ſet us an Fx Ae that 22 
mould follow his Steps ®/4:Shalt he expreſs. ſuch A 


Concern in this Glas Aﬀait” of feeding bi Flock, 15 
tho? 


ſhall not we, his "Miniſters, follow him, upon 
ſame ſolemn Occaſion? Surely we ſhou'd, yea, 
the Perſon may be troubled as Peter was, vet 7 5 
ſhould by: no means male i 3 90 or afraid to 
the Matter bome, an rt deep as 1 n 
— this hidden pom ener e PNPM fs 
His Liarking, his Courage, his Wil ſden and FPrus 
dence, his " Aptmreſs to teach, his Skill in convincing, 
Gain/ay es and defen ding B 2 phi «. 2 
——— ſuch Gifty" of tlie Spirit," are, 
minent Pauts of à Miniſter's Birr, and 1 
—— loo into; nay; theſe tho 8 0 95 9. means. 
be Wahting. - But h are they U, Without the . 
Grace f 'Love ? With theſe, Kr he may 2 
his: Hearers, but while” he remains img 0 A, 
Adder, they will but ſerve to carry him with fg 
K greater 
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This is a great. 
And Faithfulneſs to 
to precious Souls, indes 15 Oblige us, to take 
all poſſible Care, that 
10 5 Watch” of /uch Fi "Ve: him nas ET I 
them, and given Himſelf, for. t them. 

Ought we not to love the Flock. bf unn our 
ſelves ? ? Surely we ought. But how can we ſay that 
we leve them, if we: put them under the Care af on- 
that will devour. them, 
we very likely ſhall, I, 
the Love of ESUS Cas 1sT,, in his Soul. And is this 
tender ?—Ts this kind and faithful in us, thus to ne- 

pen and expoſe the feeble, Lambs and timorous 

of CursT? No verily. —How then, can toe, 
liniſters of the compaſſionate Iksus, ever _ 
fr r ourſelves: to be careleſs: in this. Matter Ir" ; 

Beſides, how can we look e our Maſter in the Fice, 
1511 Night, a Death, or at the Great Day, and tel} 
him, „ Lord, we thy Servants, have committed thy: 
Flock to the Watch of an Eloguent Man ; but as t 
his Tate, Grace 
—Remiettibting tha 
only fearcheſt. ** Kh and tryeſt - the Reins. +— 
Thou knoweſt whether, he loves thee | or not: But as 

for us, we ſcarce 405 


Tzsps CEST, as well as Love 
k may be committed 


the than fed them Ag 
f we are not inquiſitive about 
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my Pleaſure is, that they ſhould have one to feed 
them, who loves me, and tenderly affects hẽm. But 
"now; 1 you know, and, (it ſeems ) for ought 
that you" care, they are committed to the Watch of 
an Enemy. And is ibis your Kindneſs to your Friend? 
How could you? - -How dare you thus betray my 
Cauſe and Intereſt ? ?——Por CR IST's Sake, then, 
my Brethren, let us be thorough and faithful in this 
Part of our Truſt. While we ate in the Vineyard, 

let us always Act as Men that are accountable to 
Jesus Calis in this Matter, that we may give up 
our Account with Joy. Let us always remember, 
that Cy RIST's Flock are exceeding near and dear 
to him. — They lie cloſe to his Heart. They are the 
beloved of his Soul. We are therefore under the 
ſtrongeſt Bonds to ſhew our Love to CHRIST, by 
ſending ſuch Men to feed his People, as we have 
good Grounds to bog are the, true 'SubjeQs of his Lore 
ow Grace. 4 | | 


wy Bon our Text nie ee wwe are nd 
what Mould ur 1he governing Printipie, and the main 
Deen of thoſe, who undertake the Work of the Miniſtry. 
The Principle from which they ſhould act, and 
by which they fhould be govern'd, ought to be un 
feigusd Love to — HR IST. And their grand 
— not merely to ſerve themſelves, Bae" to Kerk 
be CHRIST L400 
And this Inſtruction has an immediste Pbole to the 
Perſon, that is in a few Minutes more, to receive à 
moſt ſolemn and awful Charge, To feed the Flock of 
GOD is ibis Place. ' Unto Lou therefore, Dx A&R Six, 
J would now addreſs myſelf with the moſt tender 
Affection and Concern, while I am faithful to GO D, 
his People and my on Seul. I am ſenſible that 
the Weight which lies upon your Spirits, at the near 
View of what you are- entering upon, muſt be ve 
wr 210 peeling, "And T ou ot cancel 
N 
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add thereto z- but rather help you to proper Ar- 5 
guments for Support and Comfort. 
- However, you will ſuffer me to obſerve a * 
chings, that may contribute to your improving what 
has been ſaid, to the beſt Advantage. -That you 
may not only ſee the Neceſſity of your Loving CHRIST, 
but that you may be 1 to moch more earneſtly 
after this Grace. | 
Tou are now about to receive at the Hand of 
Cuxisr, by us his Miniſters, the Flock which he 
has in this Place, to watch over it and feed it. And, 
doubtleſs, what you have heard this Day, has put 
your Thoughts upon a freſh Enquiry after the Qua- 
lification ' that has been urged. Yea, and there is good 
Reaſon for it.---For the Lorp, IESsus is ſaying to 
you, this Day, as he did to Peter, LOVEST 
THOU ME? And we hope that you caa, thro' 
Grace, lift up your Head and = YEA, LORD, 
THOU KNOWEST THAT. I. LOVE 
THEE If we had not comfortable Hope, of your 
Loving the Logp Jesvs,. in Sincerity and Truth, 
we ſhould not "ry to commit his Sheep: to your 
Watch. | 2 
But now, as te 4 Lover of Inas Cann, we 
can chearfully ſay unto you, in his Name, Tate thou 
— Overſight of this his Se bis Land 
feed his Sheep... 20 
O remember, yea always ohenr, in Mind. what: 2 
precious Jewel this is, which. the LORD commits 
to your Truſt. - *Tis bis Flock-:--Tbe People ef bis 
Paſture---The. Sheep "of bis Hand. Tis a Part of the 
Flock that; he has purchaſed with his own Blood. 
And therefore you muſt think that he ſets great Store 
by it---that he has a tender Love for it, And in 
his Love he has been Chaſtening: and Seourging-of 
it, 
Tis an afflicted. People.-+The Hand of the LORD 
hs n them in the maſt ſenſible Fart. boning 
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have known what it is to be fed by Shepherds who 
loved the Loxp Jz=svs CnrisT; and who loved 
them with the deareſt Affection. But GOD, in his 
ſovereign Pleaſure, has taken them away.— He bas 
given this People Blow upon Blow; and they have 
had Sorrow upon Sorrow. While they were weep- 
ing over and lamenting the Death of one dear Paſ- 
tor, () flouriſhing in Youth, in miniſterial Gifts 
and chriſtian Graces ;. ſaying with David, 1 am diſ- 
treſſed for thee, my Brother Fonathan, very pleaſant haſt 
thou been units me—Behold, the aged Man of GOP, 
(. 5 ) who had been their Guide from their Youth, 

gives up the Ghoſt and dies! And now their Mourn- 
ing is renewed. —They cry after him, with tarob- 
bing Breafts, My Father, my Father, the Chariot of 
Vrael and the Hor/emen thereof. And they ſaw him 
no more. Bereaved thus of both their Paſtors, they 
call for Pity and Compaſſion, in the moving Lan- 
guage of Zion in Diſtreſs, Behold, ( all ye chat paſs 
by ) and Joe i there be any Sorrow m unto my Sore 
row |! | 

And now, of 'a Flock thus dear to Cin 1b 
thus ſorely try'd and affficted, are you to take the 
Overſight and Charge. And you are to ſtand in 
CRHRIST's Stead to miniſter unto them. 

Let me then exhort and pray you for CarisT's 
ſake, to feed them well, Shew your Love to CHRIST, 
by feeding them tenderly and fairhfully, Feed them 
with all Kind of Goſpel-Food; that they may. be 
built up in CHRIS, rooted and eſtabliſhed in Faith: | 
Let every Lamb and Sheep have their Portion in 
pv f as none may have any 1 ops tw eomplein. N 
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Shun not to declare the whole Counſel of GOD 
to your People. Keep nothing back from them, 
which GOD has taught you in his Word to be 
profitable for Doctrine, Reproof, Correction, Inſtrue- 
tion in Righteouſneſs, But ſeaſonably reprove, re- 
buke and exhort with all Long ſuffering and Doctrine. 
Let all the Wretchedneis of Man by Nature, be 
faithfully diſplay'd, and the Fulneſs there is in CHRIST 
laid open; that Sinners may be bro'c to ſee that 
they muſt be juſtified freely, by GOD's Grace, thro 

the Redemption that is in JESUS CHRIST. 
| And be not afraid, nor aſham'd to own, ſtand 
by and maintain the Doctrines of Jzesvs CHRIST, 
concerning the great Salvation. But let your Love 
to CuRISH appear, by your Love for, and ſtedfaft 
Adherence to his Truths; that — People, and 
all Men may know tha you: are ſet for. the Defence 
of the Goſpel. 

Let Sinners be faithfully warn's to lee from the 
Wrath to come, and never let them have any Reſt 
or Peace in their Conſciences until they accept of 
Jzsus CHRIST. O pray them in CRHRIST's ſtead 
to be reconciled to GOD. 

Let Believers, under all Conditions, find you x 
tender-hearted Shepherd, and a faithful Friend. Re- 
member and imirate the gentle Behaviour of your 
glorious LoxD.— He would not break the bruiſed 
Reed, nor quench the ſmoaking Flax. You are, there-. 
fore, to confirm the feeble Knees and to ſtrengthen 
weak Hands, and ſay to them that are of a fear- 
ful Heart, be ſtrong, fear not, your GOD cometh- 
with a Recompence, he will come and. Save you. 

Let me further tell you, that you owe your whole 
Self, Soul and Body to Jesvs CHRIST. All your 
Time and all your Service ts bis. — He juſtly claims. 
it all. And in and thro' CHRIST, you owe your- 
ſelf and ſeryice to This People, who have ſhown/ their 
Ae and Edfcem for dene their unanimous 8 | 
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Now then, let every Family under your ech 

the poor as well as the rich, the afflicted as well 
as the joyful and proſperous, be viſted by you, and 
receive their Proportion of Benefit from you; that 
you may never fall under the Reproof of thoſe cruel 
and unfaithful Paſtors, ſpoken of by the Prophet 
Feremiah, Chap. 23. ver. 2. Vn have ſcattered my Flock 
and have driven them away, and have not viſited them. , 
In a word, Let every Member of the Flock, old 
and young, rich and poor, bond and free ( 0 far 
as *ris practicable) be aſſur' d of your thoughttul- 
neſs of them, by ſeaſonable Notice and proper Ex- 
preſſions of Regard. , Attend. every Branch of. feed+ 
mg. —Make full Proof of your Miniſtry, —Ler none 
deſpiſe thy Youth. 
Tou ſee that your Sphere of Action is large. 
The Work before you is exceeding great and dif- 
ficult---ſurpaſſing the Wiſdom and Strength even of 
Angels themſelves. Who then is ſufficient for theſe 
things ? Hear your | bleſſed Maſter ſaying, my. Grace 
is ſufficient for you. Love to JesUs Car1sT, will 
carry you thro? it all. 

We may affure you, that if you are faithful, 
will meet with many Tryals----numberleſs. Ne 
ments unthought of and amazing Difficulties will 
make up in your Way--. Enemies in various Sha 
will appear---Temptations violent and ſtrong will be- 
ſet you, all to turn you away from your Duty. But 
you are to endure Hardneſs as a goed Soldier of 
Jesus CnrrsT, Love to Chaisr, and cloſe Ad- 
herence to his. Crown and Intereſt will animate you 
to fight the good Fight of Faith, ſo that you may 
lay hold on eternal Life. 

Lou are to ſeek the Peace and Unity of your 
People among themſelves: And ſee that you ſo 
behave as to merit their Love and Eſteem for you ; 
rejoicing if you may always poſſeſs it. But be not. 
luprizec nor diſcouraged, if it ſhould be other wiſe: 
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Hand in the Gap before the LORD, that he may not 
deſtroy. you. And you ought to look upon it as one 
of the greateſt Mercies under Heaven, that GOD 
now offers you a Paſtor, who, you have ſo much Rea- 
ſon to hope, has a hearty Love jo Jesus CHRIST. 

He that aſcended up on high and received Gifts 
for Men, is now ſending of you one of the richeſt Gifts 
that he has to beſtow upon his Church. And oh, with 
what thankful. Hearts ſhould you receive it! — Your 
Hearts and Tongues ſhould join in the Apoſtle*'s Dox- 
ology, ſaying, Bleſſed be the GOD and Father of our 
LORD FESUS CHRIST, who is bleſſing of us 
with all ſpiritual Bliſings in heavenly Places in CHRIST 
JESUS. 

But then, how much concern'd ſhould you be, | to 
make a good Improvetnent of this Gift? The Pre- 
ſent ſent you, this Day, from the chief Shepherd, the 
great Lover of Souls? As it is, doubtleſs, matter of 

rief to the ſerious among you, that you profited no 
more that you grew no faſter, under the watchful Hand 
of your former Paſtors; ſo it is very becoming that you 
now reſolve, by the Grace of GOD, that you will more 
carneſtly endeavour to get all poſſible Good. by 23s.” 

To which End, I beſeech you, put on the Temper 
of Chriſtians indeed, Behave yourſelves towards the 
Lerp Jesvs, and towards this his Servant, as becomes 

the Sheep and Lambs of his Fold, 
As ſuch] be ye very humble in the whole of your 
Walk towards G O D.----Be quiet, peaceable and gen- 
tle in your Behaviour towards one another.----Let all 
Bitterneſs, and Wrath, and Anger, and Clamour, and E- 
vil ſpeaking, be put away from you, with all Malice, and 
be ye kind one to another, tender bearted, forgiving one and 
ther, even as GO D for CHRIST's Sake hath forgiven you 
And eſpecially, as Sheep, be dutiful and ſubmiſive, 
tender and reſpectful towards the Watchman of. your 
Souls. Always ſhew a Willingneſs and Deſire to be fed 
by him in all the Manchen et e ſolemn; Truſt. * 
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them, that you may grow thereby. And be always 
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Gifts and Graces.of his, bleſſed Spirit; and that you, 
under his Miniſtry, may nat be barren nor unfruitful, 
in the Knowledge of IEsus CHRIST, but may grow 

and abound in every Grace. 

And now, we bow the Knee to the GO D and Fatber 

of our LORD F ESU5, CHRIST, that be would 
grant you, according lo the”Richet of bis Glory, to be ftrength- 
ened with Might by his Spirit in the inner Man; that 

CHRIST may dwell in your Hearts by Faith ; that ye 
being rooted and grounded in Love, may be able to Com- 
prebend with all Saints, what is the Br adtb and Length aud 
Depth and Height ; and ta know the Love of CHRIST, 
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which p aſl 2 Kubtlbdge 75 40 enen filled with all the 
False of GO D. ( ws | 


I would very gladly addreſs the whole Aﬀembly, 
upon this ſolemn, joyful Occafion, with ſuch Inſtructi- 
ons and Exhortations as the Text and Doctrine afford 
me.— I would ſolemnly enquire and demand of you, 
whether you loye CHRIST or not ? Declaring upto 
you, in the Name of GOD, that if any Man of you 
all loves not the Lo Jesvs. CH R1sT, let him be 
Anathema Maratbana Let flim be accurſed bitter ly. 
And I would invite and perſwade you all to come and 
embrace the Lon Jxsvs, that you may know from 
your own Experience, That bis Mouth is 'moſt ſweet — 
that bis Love is better than Wine. —O Taſte and ſee that 
the L ORD is Good. 

But I have too far exceeded my Bounds lread — 
1 can only recommend you.to the Mercy of G | 
which is all the Refuge you have.— Now unto bo 


that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we 


aſt or thi 1 2 accordin * to the power that worketh in us, 
Unto him be Glory in the get A EL 
throughout all Ares, Warld without End. 
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(4 Eph. 3. 14—16, 17, 18, 19, verſes, 


The CHARGE. 


HEREAS this Flock. of CnrisT hath 
called you, on whom we impoſe our Hands, 

to the Paſtoral Office, and you have accept- 
ed thereof : We ſolemnly charge you bzfore G O D, 
and eur Logp Jesvs CRRIST, who ſhall judge the 
quek and the dead at his Appearing and Kingdom . 

Study the holy Scriptures, which are able to make 
wiſe to Salvation, thro' Faith which is in CHRIST IE. 
sus; and which are profitable for Doctrine, for Re- 
proof, for Correction, for Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs, 
that you may be a Man of GOD, perfect, thro'ly fur- 
niſhed unto all good Works. 

Feed the Flock of CRRISrH, taking the Overſight of 
it, not by Conſtraint, but willingly, not for filthy Lu- 
cre's ſake, but of a ready Mind, not as being Lord 
over GO D's Heritage, but an Example to the Flock. 

Take heed to your Selt, and to the whole Flock, o- 
ver which the Holy Ghost now makes you an O- 
verſeer, to feed the Church of GOD, which he hath 
purchaſed with his own Blood: 

Preach the Word, be inſtant in Seaſon and out of 
Seaſon, reprove, rebuke, exhort, with all Longfuf- 
fering, and Doctrine. 

Determine to know nothing but Jzsus Cnx15T and 
him crucified; preach not your Self, but CHRISTH 
Jzsvs the Loxp, and the great Doctrines and Precepts 
of his Goſpel, and this do, not with inticing Words 
of Man's Wiſdom, but in the Demonſtration of the 
Spirit, and with Power, and ſee to it, that you experi- 
ence and practice, what you preach to, and preſs upon 
others; and be not as many who corrupt the Word of 
G OD, but as of Sincerity, but as of GOD, in bs 


Sight of GOD, ſpeak. you in dan 
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Sirive not about Words which are to no Profle, 
but to the ſubverting the Hearers; and ſtudy to ſhew 
yourſelf a Workman, that need not be aſhamed, right- 
ly. dividing the Word of Truth, and fo take Heed to 
yeurſelf and to your Doctrine, that Fay way; my 
yourſelf and them —— hear you 

You are ſet this Day a Watchman — Flock, 
and have the Care of their Souls committed to you, 
bear the Word then from GO D's Mouth, and warn 
Sinner's from him, and declare to them the whole 
Countel ot G O D, as you would not have their Blood 
required at your Hands another Day. 

CurisT Jesus the great Shepherd of the Sheep, 
now makes you an Under. Shepherd to this his Flock, 
ſee then that you feed his Lawbs and Sheep, and do 
it from Love to CarisT. | 

Admiaiiter. with a becoming Seriouſneſs and So- 
lemnity, the holy Sacraments of the New Teſtament, 
Baptiſm and the LO R D's Supper to the proper Sub- 
jets of them, and negle& not that holy Diſeimline and 
Government, which — — hath directed to in his 
Word. Let your Converſation be as becomes the 
Goſpel of CHRIST, and a Miniſter of the Goſpel. 
Give none Offence to the Jeus, nor to the Gentiles, 
nor to the Church of GO D, nor do any thing for 
which the Miniſtry may be blamed. : 

Be harmleſs as the Steward of G nen 
not ſoon angry, not given to Wine, not a Striker, 
not greedy of filthy Luere; but a Lover of Hoſpitali- 
ty, a Lover of good Men, ſoben, jult, holy, temper- 
ate, holding fait the faithful Word, that you: may be. 
able by ſound. Doctrine, both to exhort, and, We WPI 
vince — Gainſayers. 

Shew- yourſelf in all Things, a Pattern 421 
Works, in * ſhewing, Uacorruptneſs, Grau. 
ty,, Sincerity, ſound Speech that cannat be cand. 
ed, that he that is of the contrary: Part may be aſnamn. 
ed, having no evil Thing to ſay of you. 1 

e 


Let nd Man my Fou, B 
vite, leaſt being Hi with Pride! yu 1 RB t 


Condemnation of he Devil, 
Believers, tn Word, in Conve var h =_ 


Faith, in Spirit, 2 449d tte Wel bot "the G 
that jd 4 * daten td Reid ines to 
Exhortatior, to Deatine* *. 

Expect to meet with 4 4 85 ee Meg 
ede, irt let none m tho 7 Rare At 
your Life dear to you, ſo you my f ar” Coüffe 


wich Joy, and the Miniſtry you have received of the 


Logo Jesus. 

And ſince the Prophets do not live forever, and 
the Prieſts are not ſuffare ech zo continue h Realon of 
Death, Live add a& under realizing Views of your 
Frailty and Mortality; and from the Conſideration 
thereof, be quickned to Diligence and Fidelity in 
your Maſter's Work, angjexcited (after the Exam- 
ys of your GREAT Lon Y-to work the Work of 


im that ſent you, while it is Day, becauſe the 
Night cometh in which no. "dan c can Work. 


; alſo, the Time ts Coming when all ( we 


that preach, and they who hear us ) muſt appear 
at the Judgment seas oF: Swan; ſee to it that 
you watch for Souls, g de git muſt give an 


Account, that you 4 u with Joy and not 
with Grief, — & 


But who is ſufficient 
fore to Jesvs, the 
to the Father thro' him, and ſeek for his Spirit 


12 
7 A Things ? Go tian; 


and Grace, without which you can do nothing, and 
thro* which you can do all. Things. Give yourſelf 


to Prayer, pray always and without Fainting z- pray 
for yourſelf, let all your Studies be begun, car- 
ried on and ended with Prayer; and pray for o- 


thanks e for this Flock which. is now com- 


— * - 


o&D Do, 


gredeBlcad of the Church, and 


| to your Care and ad Wreſtle with 
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GOD and travail in Birth for them and cheira 
till you ſee CI formed in them. TIL 


And if through. "Grace you; ſhall be enabled to 
do This, know it for your nt and 
Support; you may then hope that you ſhall not 
labour in vain, but win Souls to CRIAIST ; and 
having turned many to Righteouſneſs, ſhall. ſhine 
as he Brightneſs OX the eme and 2 the 
Stars forever and ever. i * 
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-T * Right Hand. of 
FELLOWSHIP. 


1 * Brrovey, 
E, who are Meſſengers of the Churches of 
our Loxp Jtsvs CarisT, having been de- 
fired to be preſent this 
Witneſs. unto your Faith and Order in the Goſpel, 
and to be helpful to you therein, being well ſatis- 
fied with your Proceedings; and perceiving the Grace 
that is given to you 3 

I; am; required and improved in che Name of 
theſe Meſſengers, and ſo in behalf of thoſe Churches 
which we! repreſent, - to give unto your: Selves and 
your honoured Paſtor; The: Rigbt Hand of Fellowſhip, 
according to that Goſpel Cuſtom we read of if 
Gola. ge Nr. 110009 
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In * 1— I do now reſent unte 
Jou, Reverend and Dear Sir, Our Right. Hand of 
Fulmeſiup, hereby: intimatiog unto you, that we do 
own and asckhowledge you: as qui Beloved Brother, 
ing er Loas Jisus er, and your Brethren 
AN: a Church of the Lold Jrs use Chisr, rightly 
cunſtituted according to the Goſpel of our bleſled 
Saviour; and that abſent, as well as now, we 
ſhall remember you, as our little Siſter, at the Throne 
of Grace; as alſo nthat we ſhall be willing st all 
imen to afford unto you: auỹr Help, Advice and 
Counſele as there may be Neceſſity, for your Com- 
fort und Furtherance in the Way of Cur is . carti- 
eltly! deſiring that ydu, Brother: Nina; ana abtain 
rc t bd: fanktul, fafchful: c n and your 


= sal do the 2 2 


Day to bebold and bear 


Fein urn ho Na Frey | 
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che Hol r Gnesr has now made you an overfrer 
and that this Church, as they have received CR ist, 
may walk in Him, and grow in N. and be 
increaſed with the Increafing of GO D: And then 

know aſſuredly that when the Great Shepherd” of the 

Sheep fhall appear, your littie Flock ſhalt receive 

2 Kingdom, and your Self a Crown of Glory, 8 


ſhall never fade away. 


And thus, Brethren beloved in our Roos Jrsvs 
Givk rev; I cannot but mind unto you that ſaying 
of our Blefled Redeemer: in Job. 10. 27. My Sheep 
hear my Voice, and I know them and they follow 
me. And upon it would add, that we who are 
the Elders and Delegates of the Churches, do joys 
fully obſerve the Fulfilment thereof among you this 
day, in that it has pleaſed the: Great Sbepberd of 
the Sheep to incline yourſelves to hear his Voice, 1 
and thus far to follow Him: We do truly joy to 
behold your Faith and Order, and the Grace of 
GOD beſtowed on you, hoping you are of the 
Uttle Os for whom a lere gun is Le 


And as for you, Dp look upon you as. our 
Brother in CHRIST, a beer in his Vine- 
yard, and do wiſh you may be made frong in il 
LORD and in ibe Power of bis Might; ig defend! $i 
his Truth: and to contend for the Fab, and "Oe 
ſo. doing you and 1 75 n me” meet er * 
in N f Iv; 


n 


And 1 pray you; * Brethren! of: chic Church 
to obſerve. what I have to ſay further, which is, 
That I earneſtly defire and adviſe you to live in 
Ptace and follow after it, and your! Paſtor, ſo far 
us he follows Cu RTS: Don't. be diſcouraged; be» 
'eauſe of your repeated Tryals and the „ 
Saad with — Refi abe D-vik-ond. is chalk 
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e you, — May a double Portion of the ex-_ 
pr ap pious Spirit of your lately deceaſed Paſ- 
tors (now with GOD ) and, My Brother, the 
' ſame Spirit of your incomparable Fredeceſſors, deſ- 
cend and reſt on you, and on us all, henceforth 
and forever. And now the GOD of Peace that 
brought again from the Dead, our Load Jesvs 
Carisr, that great Shepherd of the Sheep, thro® 
the Blood of the everlaſting Covenant, make you 
perfet in every good Work, to do his Will, 
working in you that which is well-pleaſing in his 
Sight, -thro* Jesus Canisr; To whom be Glory 
forsver and ever, BIEN 
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